In Petrograd position of Soviet Power is becoming rapidly untenable,
RUSSIA #l REPORT and orders are being given for various units and places to be
evacuated. That they are in touch with Germans is quite evident. A

Submitted at: http://mk.christogenea.org/RussiaNo1 09/24/2013:  yacht is ready at Peterhof to take Lenin away.”
Russia No. 1 is a collection of British diplomatic and military No. 2: Sir E. Howard to Mr. Balfour. - (Received August

reports first published by the British government in 1919. It consists 20.) (Telegraphic.) Stockholm, August 19, 1918:

primarily of eyewitness accounts detailing the horrors of the Bolshevik FOLLOWING is a summary of the more important points in a
(so-called) Revolution and the crimes of the Jews who were its chief series of despatches from Mr. Wardrop, at Moscow:-
leaders, participants, and perpetrators, and their destruction of “August 5. — About 4:30 this morning a band of ten armed men

Christian Russia. This report had a very narrow distribution and is attacked consulate-general and demanded admittance. Without my
therefore quite rare. The Jews and the western media which they authority one of the inmates of the house opened the door, being
control have misrepresented the nature of the Bolshevik Revolution threatened with fire - arms. This was the fourth armed raid on the
from the very beginning, and to this day they suppress the accounts premises.

and records of its horrors. For that same reason they have always “Guards left at 5:30 and local commissary expressed his regret at
sought to suppress this report. the incident.
This is an internet first: this report has, so far as we can find, “During the morning | learnt of arrest of several British subjects,

never before been made available to the general public in an accurate including Messrs. Armitage, Whitehead, William Cazalet Hastie (over
and readable format. (There is a copy at archive.org which is hardly seventy years old), North (chaplain), Beringer (Reuter's agent), and
usable, having been scanned and OCR'd but never edited.) A facsimile Miss H. Adams, one of my staff. In the afternoon, while Mr. Lockhart
of the original report has been available at Christogenea.org for over was calling, another raid on the premises was made with warrant for
two years. Now an HTML version of the full text and a newly typeset arrest of staff. | protested and declared that | only yielded to force.
PDF version reproducing the original text are also available. Office was sealed in great detail, seals being attached to every drawer,

We are grateful to Mr. Jerel Mosley for providing us with the to both safes, and to all receptacles for papers, also to outer doors to
facsimile, and our dear sister in Ohio who has labored to create a text the office rooms. All the staff were then arrested, including Mr. Stevens,
edition. Mr. Douglas, and lady clerks, and conveyed to Soviet's police quarters

. , in Tverskoi Boulevard. Mr. Lockhart, Captain Hicks and | were not
LONT[;OtE'pF;LrJCBh;ISSe%EErELElasnyBAgEé Dll(e? S:ﬂgﬁx (I?IFI\; ICE. arrested, as Chicherin had promised that consuls and military missions
STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addresses: IMPERi AL shoul_d not be arrested... Their staffs, however, had not been spgcifically
HOUSE. KINGSWAY  LONDON. W.C._2 and 28 ABINGDON mentioned. French military attaché, General Lavergne,.was liberated
STREET, LdNDON, S W,. 1,37, PE"I'ER' S.TI’QEET, M ANCHESTER: 1, after short arrest. Staff were detained. Guards were stationed to watch

: ) my premises and | was left in my private apartments there. | do not
ST. ANDREW'S CRESCENT, CARDIFF; 23, FORTH STREET, , , . ;
EDINBURGH: or from E. PONSONBY, LTD., 116, GRAFTON regard failure to arrest myself and Mr. Lockhart as evidence of intention

} to treat us better than our staffs, but rather the contrary.

] STREET, DUBLIN; Year 1919. “ do not regard Bolshevik detention of our nationals as aimed at

Russia. No. 1 (1919) - Foreword: THE following collection deterring us from vigorous action in distant places, so much as intended
of reports from His Majesty’s official representatives in Russia, from to protect Bolshevik leaders on their fall. They are converting houses in
other British subjects who have recently returned from that country, centre of the city into improvised fortresses in the belief that there will
and from independent witnesses of various nationalities, covers the be soon a serious rising, in which their Allied prisoners will serve as
period of the Bolshevik re’gime from the summer of 1918 to the centres. Finally, if they regard all as lost they will probably hound
present date. They are issued in accordance with a decision of the populace on to massacre these prisoners.
War Cabinet in January last. They are unaccompanied by anything in “August 6. — Consul Stevens, Vice-Consuls Lowdon and Douglas
the nature either of comment or introduction, since they speak for released about 3 A.M., also North and others, and French Consul -
themselves in the picture which they present of the principles and General Grenard and French Consul Labonne, by efforts of Swedish
methods of Bolshevik rule, the appalling incidents by which it has been colleague who spent the night in negotiations.
accompanied, the economic consequences which have flowed from it, “At 10 P.M. following still detained:-
and the almost incalculable misery which it has produced. “Vice-Consuls Wishaw, Greenep, and Jerram, passport officer

No. 1: Sir M. Findlay to Mr. Balfour - (Received August Webster and his assistant, Ginson senior, Tamplin and Linger of
20.) (Telegraphic) Christiania, August 19, 1918. Lockhart's staff, Fritz Mucukalv and the Misses Galbaly and Adams of

| HAVE received following telegram dated the 9th August from my staff. Prisoners so far fairly comfortably housed and fed and allowed
Woodhouse and Cromie at Petrograd to General Poole — to associate with one another. Guards conciliatory.

“British subjects have been arrested during the past two days “| am allowed to go in and out, and Mr. Lockhart and his remaining
without any charge having been made against them, but only two have staff can visit me.
been detained so far. We protested and asked for explanation. On 5th “‘August 7. — | called at temporary prison and saw Greenep,
August all British officials at Moscow were arrested, but the majority Wishaw, and Jerram. They are all well treated by their guards who are
were subsequently released and are presumably now under house real Russians, unlike most of their leaders, who are either fanatics or
arrest. Jewish adventurers like Trotsky or Radek.

“Their probable evacuation was notified to us, and we were “All British and French women are now released. Also Mr.
warned to be ready to leave with them, but as yet we have no definite Beringer and others.
news from them. Commissary threatens to intern all allied subjects. “August 8. — Wishaw, Greenep, Jerram, and Webster brought here
Please inform London of above, as we are not allowed to telegraph in this morning by efforts of my Swedish colleague. Whole staff of
any direction. Tell London also that up to the present all are well here. consulate-general now at liberty.
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“It is also suggested that during our stay at Petrograd we shall be His plans may very well have included destruction of certain
under a Bolshevik guard. Evidently Bolsheviks are trying to prolong bridges as Bolsheviks declare. In Captain Cromie, His Majesty has lost
negotiations. City is on the whole quiet. All ex-officers under sixty are a most gallant, capable, and devoted servant.
to report themselves this morning, probably with a view to their arrest, No. 6: Sir M. Findlay to Mr. Balfour. - (Received

and there are rumours of wholesale arrest of clergy.” September 18.) (Telegraphic.) Christiania September 17, 1918.
No. 3: Sir R. Paget to Mr. Balfour. - (Received FOLLOWING s report by Netherlands Minister at Petrograd, the

September 3.) (Urgent.) (Telegraphic.) Copenhagen, September 3, g September, received here to-day, on the situation in Russia, in
1918. FOLLOWING report from Danish Minister at Petrograd has been particylar as affecting British subjects and British interests under

communicated to me by Danish Government: Minister’s protection:—
~ “On 31st August the Government troops forced their way into the “Sir, — On 30th August | left for Moscow, largely in connection with
Bntlsh’Embassly, thelrlentry to which was rgslsted by B”t[Sh naval negotiations for evacuation of British subjects from Russia. The same
attache, Captain Cromie who, after having killed three soldiers, was qay Uritski Commissary at Petrograd, for combating counter-revolution,
hlms%lf shot. , was assassinated by a Jewish student Kanegiesser, whose father is a
“The archives were sacked, and everything was destroyed. wealthy engineer and holds a very good position at Petrograd. This
Captain Cromie’s corpse was treated in a horrible manner. yyrger was at once attributed by the Bolshevik authorities and
Cross of St. George was taken from the body, and subsequently worn goishevik press (only existing press in Russia) to French and English.
by one of the murderers. o “That same night Consul Woodhouse and Engineer-Commander
‘English clergyman was refused permission to repeat prayers | ¢ page were arrested at 1 AM. in the street. Every effort was made
over t“he body. . the next day (31st August) by my secretary, M. van Niftrik, to obtain
“French Military Mission was forced. A man named Mazon and a their release, and that of Consul Woodhouse was promised for the
soldier and several Frenchmen were arrested. afternoon.
“Bolsheviks in the press openly incite to murder British and “At 5 P.M. on the 31st August, when Consul Bosanquet and Acting
French. , Vice-Consul Kimens, who had been busy the whole day with M. van
It is urgently necessary that prompt and energetic steps be Nitrik in connection with his attempt to obtain release of the arrested
taken. _ and were heading to the Embassy and were near the Embassy building,
No. 4: Sir R. Paget to Mr. Balfour. — (Received they were wamed not to approach the Embassy, told that it had been
September 10.) (Telegraphic.) Copenhagen, September 9, 1918: occupied by Red Guards, and that two persons had been killed. They at
| HAVE received telegram from Petrograd as follows:— once decided to head back to find M. van Niftrik and asked him to
“Wholesale arrest and decapitations have resulted from attempt endeavour to secure entry into the Embassy. While driving slowly away
on Lenin and murder of Uritsky. Bolsheviks are arresting bourgeoisie, from Embassy their car was stopped by Red Guards in another car, one
men, women, and children, having no connection with the authors of of whom levelled a revolver at them and told them to hold up their
these attempts, on the plea that they are faced with conspirators. hands. They were searched and had to give their names and rank, but
“According to official reports, more than 500 persons have been to their great surprise were allowed to proceed. M. van Niftrik drove with
shot during the last three days without enquiry or sentence. Fresh them to Gorokhovaya 2, headquarters of the Commission for
executions are being prepared, and the press is full of blood-thirsty Combating Counter-Revolution, to which persons arrested are usually
articles. taken, and where Mr. Woodhouse was confined. He had a long
“Lockhart was arrested and condemned to death, but at the last interview with the commandant of Petrograd, Shatov, and strongly
moment we succeeded in saving him; 28 British, including British protested against the unheard of breach of International Law which had
consul, and 11 French have been arrested at Petrograd. In the prisons taken place, and demanded to be allowed to drive immediately to
conditions defy description. In fortress of Peter and Paul, where all the Embassy to be present at search there. Permission was refused by
British are confined, prisoners have absolutely no food. In order to Shatov, who said that Embassy was being searched because
remedy this, we have now succeeded in forming an organisation. authorities had documents proving conclusively that British Government
Every night executions take place without trial. Terrorism continues. was implicated in Uritski's murder. When they had left and their car was
Protest against these proceedings has been made verbally and in passing the Winter Palace, staff of British Consulate and of missions,
writing by foreign representatives, including Germans. List of more and some civilians who were at Embassy when it was invaded, were
than 1,000 hostages has been published by the Government, amongst seen walking under guard to No. 2 Gorokhovaya.
whom are four Serbian officers, who will be shot if attempt on life of a “A meeting of neutral diplomatic corps was held that night upon
commissary should be made.” the initiative of M. van Niftrik, at which the following points were
No. 5: Mr. Lindley to Mr. Balfour. - (Received submitied:— .
September 11.) (Telegraphic.) Archangel, September 6, 1918 1. That immediate release of those arrested should be
| HAVE just received news of murder of Captain Cromie by demanded. - "
Bolsheviks, and accusations of latter against him. 2. That it should be insisted upon that M. van Niftrik should be
Fact s that gallant officer devoted his whole time at Petrograd to Present at examination of arrested. , _
the service of his country. His first object was to prevent Baltic fleet 3. That attention should be drawn to gross breach of international
falling into German hands; he then helped in evacuating valuable 2w committed by armed occupation of the Embassy, which bore on the
stores, and latterly gave most of his attention to plans for preventing a door @ signed and sealed nofice to the effect that it was under the
German advance on Vologda. These activities, carried out for months Protection of Netherlands Legation, and by refusal to allow M. van Niftrik
in daily danger of his life, brought him more or less into co-operation t0 be present at the search.

we

with Russians hostile to Bolshevik re’gime and therefore claimed as ‘The meeting drew up a protest to be presented to the Soviet
reactionaries. authorities at Moscow.
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“On the 1st September particulars were learnt as to the violation representatives in a strong protest against course now adopted by
of Embassy. The Red Guards, under the direction of several Bolsheviks.
commissaries, had made their way into the Embassy at 5 P.M. and “| returned to Petrograd yesterday, as | had received a telegram
behaved with the greatest brutality. Captain Cromie, who had tried to from my secretary urging my return, and could not therefore take
bar their entrance, and had been threatened that he would be killed responsibility of remaining longer absent from Petrograd, where
like a dog,” had hired killing two men. He had then been shot himself, position, | gathered, must be very bad. Up to to-day situation here has
and died nearly instantaneously. The whole staff of the Consulate and in no way improved. Besides British arrests, numerous arrests of
Missions and some civilians accidentally present at the Embassy, had French citizens have taken place, including that of the commercial
then been marched under escort to Gorokhovaya No. 2, where they attaché to French Embassy, though French consular officers have not
remained until Tuesday, the 3rd September, when (at 4 P.M.) they so far been touched. Thousands of Russians, belonging to officer and
were conveyed to the fortress of Peter and and Paul. wealthy classes, not excluding merchants and shopkeepers, are being

“During the next few days repeated efforts were made by M. van arrested daily, and, according to an official communication, 500 of them
Niftrik, M. van der Pals, also Consul and neutral Legations to obtain have already been shot; amongst arrested there are a large number of
release of those arrested, but without success. M. van Niftrik women. For last four days no further British arrests have been made.
endeavoured successfully to obtain an interview with Zinovief, “Position of British subjects in prison is most precarious, and
President of Northern Commune, on the 1st September; M. de during last few days constant reports have reached Legation that
Scavenius, Danish Minister, who expressed profound indignation at question whether to shoot or release them has not yet been decided.
what had occurred, saw Zinovief at 9 P.M on that day, and expressed There seems to be also a strong tendency to regard those arrested as
himself in strongest terms. He was promised that body of Captain hostages. Those belonging to military and naval missions are probably

Cromie should be delivered up to him and M. van Niftrik, and on the
2nd September they together removed the body to the English Church.
The funeral took place in the presence of the whole of the Corps
Diplomatique and the greater part of the British and French
communities. The coffin was covered with the Union Jack and was
completely wreathed with flowers. After it had been lowered into the
grave | pronounced following short address in French and English:—

“In the name of the British Government and in the name of the
family of Captain Cromie | thank you all, especially the representatives
of the Allied and neutral countries, for the honour you have shown
Captain Cromie.

“‘Friends, we have all known Captain Cromie as a real friend, as
a British gentleman, as a British officer in the highest sense of the
word.

“Happy is the country that produces sons like Captain Cromie.
Let his splendid and beautiful example lead us and inspire us all
until the end of our days. Amen.’

“The doyen of the Corps Diplomatique, M. Odier, Swiss Minister,
gave expression to his deep sympathy and admiration for the late
Captain Cromie, who had died for his country.

“In the evening of the 3rd September, no impression having yet
been made on the Communal authorities, another meeting of the
Corps Diplomatique was held. This meeting was attended by neutral
diplomatic representatives, and M. van der Pals, representing the
Netherlands Legation. Unexpected feature of the meeting was the

“e

in most danger, and in present rabid temper of Bolsheviks anything is
possible, but there is some hope that consular staff and civilians may be
released before matters become still more serious. With regard to
members of missions, hope of release seems very small.

“Conditions under which Englishmen at Peter and Paul fortress
are kept are most miserable. | was informed yesterday by M. D’ Arcy,
commercial attaché to French Embassy, just released, that they are
crowded together with other prisoners, some twenty in a cell, twenty by
ten feet. In each cell there is only one bed, rest must sleep on a stone
floor. No food whatever is supplied by prison authorities, and they
depend entirely on arrangements which this Legation had made and
food furnished by friends and relatives. Rugs, pillows, medicines, warm
clothing. and other comforts are being sent from time to time, but great
difficulties are experienced in getting these articles delivered. From the
31st August to morning of the 2nd September no food at all was
accepted for prisoners. Since then they have received some supplied
from outside, but it still remains to be seen whether it will reach them
regularly at fortress, though | shall leave no stone unturned to secure its
proper distribution. Russian prisoners in fortress appear to be absolutely
starving, and this will make question of supply of British subjects even
more difficult than it would otherwise be, owing to presence in their cells
of famished Russians. | enclose herewith copy of letter just received
from British prisoners, which speaks for itself.

“Yesterday evening | endeavoured to see Zinovief in order to
inform him of appalling conditions at the fortress, but he absolutely

appearance of German and Austrian consuls-general. The whole of refused to see me. | was equally unable to see Uritski’s successor and

the body met together at 9 P.M. and proceeded to Zinoviefs
residence, where they with difficulty succeeded in obtaining an
interview with him. M. Odier strongly protested, in the name of the
neutral legations, at action taken by Communal authorities against
foreign subjects. He emphasised the fact that for acts of violence
committed against foreign subjects in Russia the Soviet officials would
be held personally responsible. He demanded that permission should
be granted for a neutral representative to be present at the
examination of the accused. Zinovief said that he must consult his
colleagues on the matter. M. van der Pals afterwards again laid stress
on this point. M. Odier was followed by German consul-general, who

could only gain access to a subordinate of latter, who behaved with lack
of courtesy which may now be expected. | informed him of conditions
obtaining in fortress, and he eventually promised to speak to
commandant of fortress whom he had occasion to see that night. He
refused to give me the number of Zinoviefs telephone or name of
commandant of fortress.

“As regards situation in Moscow, | can only say that in my opinion
it is most grave. Nineteen Englishmen and thirty Frenchmen have been
arrested and are kept under the worst conditions. Mr. Lockhart, who
was released and subsequently re-arrested, was only saved from being
shot on 4th September by my most strenuous exertions. Before | left

made a forcible protest in the name of humanity against the terrorism Moscow a solemn promise was given to me that he would be released,
now entered upon by Bolsheviks. He referred in strong terms to but his position is precarious in the extreme, while all those now under
‘sanguinary’ speech of the other day by M. Zinovief, and said that even arrest they are in great danger. Mr. Lockhart is accused by Soviet
though French and English arrested belonged to nations at war with Government of organising a plot to overthrow it, and Bolshevik official
Germany, yet it was impossible not to unite with neutral and unofficial papers are full of details of alleged conspiracy, while it is
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asserted that British officials at Petrograd were concerned in [the] plot. world, as it is organised and worked by Jews who have no nationality,
Attempt on [the] life of Lenin is of course attributed by Bolsheviks to and whose one object is to destroy for their own ends the existing order
British and French, and if he should die it is quite possible that all now of things. The only manner in which this danger could be averted would
under arrest at Moscow and Petrograd would be shot. be collective action on the part of all Powers.

“At Moscow | had repeated interviews with Chicherin and “l am also of opinion that no support whatever should be given to
Karahan. Whole Soviet Government has sunk to he level of a criminal any other Socialistic party in Russia, least of all to social revolutionaries,
organisation. Bolsheviks realise that their game is up and have entered whose policy it is at the moment to overthrow the Bolsheviks, but whose
on a career of criminal madness. | repeatedly told Chicherin, with all aims in reality are the same, viz., to establish proletariat rule through the
the energy of which | am capable, that he must realise full well that world. Social revolutionaries will never fight any foreign Power, and any
Bolshevik Government was not a match for England. England had a profession which they may now make in this sense are merely a tactical
longer wind than the Soviets. She would not be intimidated; even if move in their struggle with the Bolsheviks.
hundreds of British subjects should be executed by order of the “| would beg that this report may be telegraphed as soon as
Bolsheviks England would not turn one hair's breadth from her possible in cypher in full to the British Foreign Office in view of its
purpose. Moment would come when the Soviet authorities, man by importance.”
man, would have to pay for all the acts of terrorism which they Following is copy of letter received from British prisoners in the
committed. But in spite of persistence with which | drove those facts Fortress of Peter and Paul at Petrograd, dated 5th September, 1918:-
home, | could not obtain any definite promises from Chicherin but only “Your Excellency,

a few evasive replies and some lies. Bolsheviks have burnt their boats “We are not allowed to write letters. We will write to you daily,
and are now ready for any wickedness. since the chance of our letters getting through are very remote. Our life

‘As regards original objects of my journey to Moscow - here is even worse than in Gorokhovaya 2, and in a sense we are being
evacuation of British from Russia - | found it necessary to promise that treated exactly like Russian officers and bourgeois, who are being
Litvinof should be allowed to leave England at once, provided that in slowly starved to death here. Our only hope lies in parcels, but delivery
exchange for this concession all British subjects in Russia, including of parcels has been stopped for the moment. Those due on Monday last
consular staffs and missions, were allowed to leave the country. This have not yet been delivered. It all depends on the caprice of some one
was agreed to so far as consulates and civilians were concerned, in authority, and he seems very capricious. Surely we are entitled to be
including those now under arrest at Petrograd, but an exception was treated like prisoners of war and to be inspected by neutrals, to have
made with regard to members of military and naval missions, who the right of buying food, of getting news, of sending letters, of exercise,
would be released only on arrival of Russian Red Cross delegates in of getting clean linen, &c. Apart from the question of food, that of
France for the purpose of repatriation of Russian soldiers. Result of clothing and medical attention are most important. All the prisoners here
negotiations was reported by telegraph to His Majesty’s Minister at have a chronic diarrhea; most of us have now got it. Requests for a

Stockholm for communication to British Government. doctor, or medicine, or complaints to the commandant, all receive no
‘As regards invasion of British Embassy at Petrograd, | had attention. In short, our treatment is absolutely inhuman.
occasion to present to Chicherin and Karahan, in addition to my “Following is a short account of our treatment since Saturday last.

protest and demands for repatriation embodied in my note to Chicherin We were never told why we were arrested, and from the first all
of 2nd September, joint protest drawn up by neutral diplomatic requests, &c., to see you have been contemptuously and rudely
representatives at Petrograd (see above) which | also signed, refused. We reached Gorokhovaya at 6 P.M. on Saturday and, after
demanding release of all those arrested at Embassy and that Embassy questioning of an aimless sort, we were put, at 8 P.M., in a room about
should be handed over to me, and stating that Soviet Government 25 feet by 15 feet, where there were already about fifty arrested
would be held responsible in every respect for consequences of this Russians — murderers, speculants [sic], &c. All beds were already
breach of international law which was quite unique in history. This | occupied, and we spent the night between the three odd chairs, the
reported to my Government at The Hague, through the intermediary of floor, and walking about. By morning we were all in the first stages of
Chicherin for transmission to British Legation there, though | cannot verminosity, very dirty, tired, and hungry. The first food came at 1 P.M.,
affirm that telegram was sent. Chicherin wished to evade question of small bowls of bad fish, soup, and one-eighth of a pound of bread. At 6
release of persons arrested at Embassy, and only agreed to demand P.M. we got another one-eighth pound of bread. We received the same
for Embassy to be handed over to me, but | told him plainly that it must food on Monday also. On Sunday night the room was less full, and we
be all or nothing, and that | would not consent to half measures of this got some sleep. By that time we were also getting used to the journey
kind. | have further demanded that all documents seized at the [sic]. Parcels arrived on Monday and eased the food situation. On
Embassy shall be delivered to me. Tuesday at 4 P.M. we were marched through the streets under escort
“The foregoing report will indicate the extremely critical nature of here. The consul's request for a vehicle for our kit was most rudely
the present situation. The danger is now so great that feel it my duty to refused. Here we were distributed in different cells, size about 20 feet
call the attention of the British and all other Governments to the fact by 10 feet, in order to make up the number twenty. In our cell are
that if an end is not put to Bolshevism in Russia at once the civilisation thirteen Russians, four of whom are slowly starving to death. They have
of the whole world will be threatened. This is not an exaggeration, but had no food for three days. After we had been here thirty-three hours,
a sober matter of fact; and the most unusual action of German and soup came in at 3 A.M., and one-eighth pound of bread. We could not
Austrian consuls-general, before referred to, in joining in protest of eat the soup; wood, leather, stones, mixed with cabbage and paper,
neutral legations appears to indicate that the danger is also being were its main ingredients. So we, too, will sooner or later starve to
realised in German and Austrian quarters. | consider that the death. Our immediate need is parcels, but it is essential for you to send
immediate suppression of Bolshevism is the greatest issue now before some one here on Saturday to see if they have been delivered and to
the world, not even excluding the war which is still raging, and unless, obtain our receipts. Otherwise they will not be delivered.
as above stated, Bolshevism is nipped in the bud immediately, it is “Next is medical comforts: (1) for diarrhea; (2) aspirin. We can get
bound to spread in one form or another over Europe and the whole none. Third is some money.
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“We will write again to-morrow. We are not allowed to leave our accompanied the Imperial children from Tobolsk to Ekaterinburg on
cells. The door is never opened. The w.c. periodically refuses to work, 23rd May, but was not allowed to live in the house where they were

and the atmosphere is appalling. confined with their parents in the latter town.

“Need | say more, save that | hope you will lay the substance of The Bolsheviks of Ekaterinburg stated in speeches and
this report before His Majesty’s Government. proclamations that the Czar was shot on the night of 16th July, but

“With many apologies for giving you this trouble. — (Signed) From many of the best-informed Russians believe that he is still alive and in
British Subjects detained in Peter and Paul.” German custody. | dare not, however, indulge the hope that this is true,

No. 7: Mr. Alston to Mr. Balfour. — (Received September unless some more adequate explanation than those current can be
18.) (Telegraphic.) Vladivostock, September 16, 1918: given of the supposed action of the Bolsheviks. -

HIS Majesty’s consul at Ekaterinburg, Mr. Preston, who left that The official in charge of the enquiry at the time of my visit showed
place on the 1st September, has just arrived here, and has given Me over the house where the Imperial family resided. He dismissed as
following information as to fate of Russian Imperial family:— pure inventions the stories commonly believed in Siberia, such as that

Ex-Emperor of Russia and Grand Duchess Tatiana were brought the corpse had been discovered, or that a member of the firing party
from Tobolsk to Ekaterinburg by Bolsheviks on the 1st May, 1918, had made a confession. On the other hand, he said that all the
Emperor was given suitable quarters near British consulate. Rest of narratives of persons who thought they had seen the Emperor after 16th
Imperial family, including ex-Empress, other three daughters, and July had proved to be entirely without foundation. In his own opinion,
Czarevitch arrived a few days later. Members of suite, including Prince the chances were four to three that the murder had been perpetrated.
Dolgorouki, as well as British and French tutors who came with The house stands on the glde of.a hlll, and the entrance Iegds into the
Imperial family from Tobolsk, were not allowed to remain with Emperor first floor, where the Imperial family lived; the ground floor, in which the
at Ekaterinburg, and returned to Tobolsk. Prince Dolgorouki was kept guard was quartered, consisting of offices and kitchens. The latter,
in prison, where he either eventually died or was killed. however, were not used for cooking, the only food allowed being military

Prince Dolgorouki frequently asked me, as doyen of Consular rations brought in from outside, and some special dishes for the
Corps, at least to try and obtain better conditions of living for Imperial Sarévitch which were supplied by the nuns of a neighbouring convent.
family. It was impossible for me, however, to do anything, and when | A high wooden palisade hid the windows of the upper storey, which
interceded for the Princess, whom | said | was protecting as a Serbian Were also whitewashed inside and kept closed even in the heat of
ally, | was threatened with arrest. When the Czech advance on SUMMET. , , , ,
Cheliabinsk commenced, the Ekaterinburg Bolshevik Government, ~ The Imperial family had to endure considerable hardships and
who already had considerable friction with Central Bolshevik insolence while they lived in this house. They were allowed only one
Government on money matters, began to use threats against the Walk of fifteen minutes in the garden every day, but the Czar found
Imperial family as a means of extorting funds from Central distraction in doing carpentering work in an open shed. At meals the
Government. When Bolsheviks knew they would have to evacuate Soldiers sometimes came in and took part of the meat off the table,
Ekaterinburg owing to the approach of the Czechs, they asked the SaYing that there was too much, and the Imperial Family were not
people’s commissaries at Moscow what they should do with the allowed decent privacy. ,
Emperor. The reply they received was: “Do whatever you think fit.” At a The rooms when | saw them presented a melancholy and dirty
meeting of the Ural Soldiers’ and Workmen's delegates held on 16th @ppearance, because the Bolsheviks had burnt a great quantity of
July, a decision was come to that the Emperor should be shot, and this OPjects in the stoves, and the ashes were subsequently taken out by the
decision was communicated to him, and sentence carried out by police and spread on the tables and floor with the object of discovering
Lettish soldiers same night. However, no trace has ever been found of If they contained anything interesting.
the body. The rest of members of Imperial family were taken away to There appears to be no evidence whatever to corroborate the
an unknown destination immediately after this. It is said that they were POPular story that on the night of the 16th July the Czar was taken out of
burnt alive, as various articles of jewellery have been identified as e house and shot by a firing party in the manner usual at Bolshevik
belonging to them by their old servants, and their charred remains are €xecutions, but there is some evidence that sounds of uproar and
said to have been found in a house bumt to the ground. It is still Shooting were heard in the house that night, and that no traffic was
thought possible that the Bolsheviks took them north when they allowed in the streets near it. The murder is believed to have tgken
retreated to Verhotoury. The following grand dukes were in captivity P/ace in @ room on the ground floor, which was sealed up, but kindly
near Ekaterinburg, at Alapaevsk, besides the ex-Emperor, George OPened for my inspection. It was quite empty; the floor was of plain
Constantinovitch, Ivan Constantinovitch, and Serge Michailovitch. Wood, and the walls of wood coated with plaster. Doggerel verses and
Princess Helene of Serbia, the wife of the Grand Duke Ivan indecent figures were scrawled on them. On the wall opposite the door,
Constantinovitch, was frequently at the British consulate, where @nd on the floor, were the marks of seventeen bullets, or, to be more
everything possible was done for her, but in spite of my energetic accurate, marks showing where pieces of the wall and floor had been
protests, the Bolsheviks took the Princess with them when they cut out in order to remove the bullet holes, the officials charged with the
evacuatéd the town. investigation having thought fit to take them away for examination

With the help of local White Guards, the three above-mentioned elsewhere. They stated that Browning revolver bullets were found in all
grand dukes managed to escape from their captivity, but it is not the holes, and that some of them were stained with blood. Otherwise no
known where they are at present. ’ traces of blood were visible, but there were some signs that the wall had

. Qi ; _ : been scraped and washed. The position of the bullets indicated that the
No. 8: _SII' C. Eliot to Mr. Balfour. - ( Received January 2, victims had been shot when kneeling, and that other shots had been
1919.) Ekaterinburg, October 5, 1918:

Sir, — | HAVE the honour to submit the following report of what is fired into them when they had fallen on the floor. Mr. Gibbes thought

. . , . igi : i I t
known respecting the fate of the Russian Imperial family, as well as a that for religious reasons the Czar and Dr. Botkine would be sure to

short narative written at my request by Mr. Sidney Gibbes, formerly kneel when facing death. There is no real evidence as to who or how
ttor to His Imperial Highness the Czarevitch. Mr., Gibbes many the victims were, but it is supposed that they were five, namely,
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the Czar, Dr. Botkine, the Empress’s maid, and two lackeys. No The Grand Duchesses were always happy and contented, and
corpses were discovered, nor any trace of their having been disposed seemed satisfied with the simple life to which they were reduced,
of by burning or otherwise, but it was stated that a finger bearing a although they pined for more exercise in the open air, the yard being a
ring, believed to have belonged to Dr. Botkine, was found in a well. poor substitute for the parks. This indeed seemed generally to be their
On the 17th July a train with the blinds down left Ekaterinburg for greatest hardship.
an unknown destination, and it is believed that the surviving members The Grand Duke enjoyed fairly good health most of the time, and
of the Imperial family were in it. suffered most from lack of youthful society, although the doctor's son
It will be seen from the above account that the statement of the was sometimes allowed to enter and play with him.
Bolsheviks is the only evidence for the death of the Czar, and it is an This simple family life went on till the beginning of April (0.s.),
easy task for ingenious and sanguine minds to invent narratives giving when the first important Bolshevik Commissar, Yakovlef, arrived from
a plausible account of His Imperial Majesty’s escape. It must indeed be Moscow. He was received by the Emperor, who showed him the rooms
admitted that since the Empress and her children, who are believed to in which they lived, including the Grand Duke’s room, where he was
be still alive, have totally disappeared, there is nothing unreasonable in then lying ill in bed. At the end of the visit he asked to be taken a
supposing the Czar to be in the same case. The marks in the room at second time to see the Grand Duke.
Ekaterinburg prove at most that some persons unknown were shot After lunch on the 12th of April, Yakovlef announced to the
there, and might even be explained as the result of a drunken brawl.  Emperor and Empress that he was instructed to remove the Emperor,
But | fear that another train of thought is nearer to the truth. It and hoped that he would consent and not oblige him to use force. The
seems to me eminently probable that the Bolsheviks of Moscow, or a Empress was greatly distressed, and at her desire was allowed to
section of them, wished to hand over the Czar to the Germans. With accompany the Emperor and take with her her third daughter, the
this object a commissioner went to Tobolsk and removed Their Grand Duchess Marie. Hasty preparations were made for their
Imperial Majesties in a summary, but not unkindly, manner, probably departure. The Imperial family dined alone, but at eleven o’clock invited
intending to take them to Moscow. He evidently knew that the temper all who were accustomed to dine with them to tea in the drawing-room.
of the Siberian Bolsheviks was doubtful, for he stopped the train Tea was served at a large round table carried into the room, and was a
outside Omsk and, finding that the local authorities intended to arrest very sad meal. The departure was fixed for 3 A.M., and shortly before
the Czar, he ordered the train to leave for Ekaterinburg, that is, to take that time carts and carriages entered the yard. The Emperor drove with
the only other route to Moscow. But when the train reached Yakovlef, and the Empress and Grand Duchess Marie in a half-covered
Ekaterinburg it was stopped by the local authorities and all the tarantass. They were accompanied by Prince Dolgorouki, Dr. Botkine,
occupants removed. Subsequently the Imperial children were brought the Empress’s maid (Demidova), the Emperor's man (Chemidorof), and
to Ekaterinburg from Tobolsk and placed in custody with their parents. one lackey (Saidnef). The carriages were strewn with hay, on which
The treatment of the Imperial family at Ekaterinburg shows an animus they sat, or rather reclined. The roads were in a fearful condition, the
which was entirely wanting at Tobolsk, and the Bolsheviks became thaws having already begun, and at one point they were obliged to
more hostile and more suspicious, as they felt that their own reign was cross the river on foot, the ice being already unsafe. On the second
coming to an end, and that they must leave the city. There is some night, they spent a few hours in a hut, and arrived on the following day
evidence that they were much alarmed by an aeroplane flying over the at Tumen, where a train was in waiting which took them in the direction
garden of the house, and | fear it is comprehensible that in a fit of rage of Omsk. Some versts outside that town Yakovlef left the train and went
and panic they made away with His Imperial Majesty. by motor car to the telegraph station to communicate with Moscow, and,
It is the general opinion in Ekaterinburg that the Empress, her finding that preparations were being made in Omsk to arrest the
son, and four daughters were not murdered, but were despatched on Imperial family, he returned to the train, which then left in the opposite
the 17th July to the north or west. The story that they were burnt in @ direction, and returned the way it came. However, on arrival at
house seems to be an exaggeration of the fact that in a wood outside Ekaterinburg, the train was stopped and everybody removed: Prince
the town was found a heap of ashes, apparently the result of burning a Dolgorouki to prison and the others to a private house in the centre of
considerable quantity of clothing. At the bottom of the ashes was a the town that had hastily been prepared for their reception. A high
diamond, and, as one of the Grand Duchesses is said to have sewn a wooden fence of rough boards was hastily put up outside the house,
diamond into the lining of her cloak, it is supposed that the clothes of and the windows whitened within. Here the Emperor, Empress, and
the Imperial family were burnt here. Also hair, identified as belonging Grand Duchess Marie lived till the 16th July (0.s.), the rest of the
to one of the Grand Duchesses, was found in the house. It therefore children being brought from Tobolsk to join their parents on the 23rd of
seems probable that the Imperial family were disguised before their May. For this journey elaborate arrangements were made for its safe
removal. At Ekaterinburg | did not hear even a rumour as to their fate, conduct, and the whole personal effects of the Imperial family, as well
but subsequent stories about the murder of various Grand Dukes and as the furniture from the Governor’s house, were removed at the same
Grand Duchesses cannot but inspire apprehension. time. The train arrived in the middle of the night, but was kept moving in
| have, &c. C. ELIOT and out of the station all night, and at 7 A.M. the children were removed,
Enclosure in No. 8: Memorandum Written by Mr. Sydney being placed in cabs and taken to the house. The night was cold and
Gibbes, formerly Tutor of the Tsarevitch, and given to me (High heavy snow fell as they left. At tea the Countess Hendrichof, the
Commissioner) on October 5, at Ekaterinburg. Empress’s Lady-in-Waiting, Mlle. Schneider, the Empress’s reader in
THE Emperor had no great cause to complain of his treatment Russian, and General Tatischef were taken away to the prison and
while living in Tobolsk, and physically he greatly improved in health. have since been shot. At 11, three lackeys, the cook, and his boy were
He seemed to feel that he had absolved himself of a wearisome ordered to prepare to go into the house, and two certainly, most
business and thrown the responsibility on other shoulders. The probably four, were afterwards shot. The remainder of the
enforced leisure gave him more time to devote to what was establishment, consisting of the Baroness Buxhoevden, Lady-in-Waiting
undoubtedly dearest to him in the world — his wife and family. The to the Empress, the English and French tutors, and about sixteen
Empress suffered more, but bore bravely up under all hardship.
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personal attendants and servants were set at liberty and happily their worst fate is to be thrown into prison, of which in Russia to-day it
escaped. may truly be said, “many go in but few come out.”

Since the departure of the Bolsheviks, the house in which the 4. The worst crimes of the Bolsheviks have been against their
Imperial family lived has been thoroughly examined, and undoubted Socialist opponents. Of the countless executions which the Bolsheviks
traces of murder exist, but the number of shots are not sufficient to have carried out a large percentage has fallen on the heads of
warrant the supposition that all the persons there confined were Socialists who had waged a life-long struggle against the old re’gime,
murdered. Part were murdered and part were taken away, and as the but who are now denounced as counter-revolutionaries merely because
Grand Duchesses’ hair had been found, it is supposed that the they disapprove of the manner in which the Bolsheviks have discredited
Imperial children were taken away disguised. Garments having been socialism.
burnt in a forest outside the town also strengthens this supposition. 5. The Bolsheviks have abolished even the most primitive forms of
The Bolsheviks announced after this date at a public meeting held in justice. Thousands of men and women have been shot without even the
the theatre and by bills posted on the walls that the Emperor had been mockery of a trial, and thousands more are left to rot in the prisons
shot and the Imperial family removed to a safe place, and to the under conditions to find a parallel to which one must turn to the darkest
present there is no evidence to prove the statement false, while the annals of Indian or Chinese history.
evidence of the hair would prove that at least the part of the statement 6. The Bolsheviks have restored the barbarous methods of torture.
concerning the children was true. But since that date nearly three The examination of prisoners frequently takes place with a revolver at
months have passed. the unfortunate prisoner’s head.

Other members of the Imperial family confined at Alapaevsk, a 7. The Bolsheviks have established the odious practice of taking
small town 100 versts from Ekaterinburg, included the Grand Duke hostages. Still worse, they have struck at their political opponents
Serge Michaelovitch, Prince John Constantinovitch, Prince Igor through their women folk. When recently a long list of hostages was
Constantinovitch, and Count Vladimir Pavlovitch Pale’, all of whom published in Petrograd, the Bolsheviks seized the wives of those men
there is reason to fear have been killed. The Grand Duchess Serge, whom they could not find and threw them into prison until their
who was also there is reported to have been wounded and taken husbands should give themselves up.
away. Princess Helen Petrovna, of Serbia, who came to Ekaterinburg 8. The Bolsheviks who destroyed the Russian army, and who have
to be near her husband, was arrested, as well as the two Serbian always been the avowed opponents of militarism, have forcibly
officers who came to induce her to leave, and has been removed with mobilised officers who do not share their political views, but whose

the other hostages taken from the town. technical knowledge is indispensable, and by the threat of immediate
No.9. Mr. Alston to Mr. Balfour. — (Received November €xecution have forced them to fight against their fellow-countrymen in a

5). (Telegraphic.) Vladivostock, November 4, 1918. civil war of unparalleled horror. o .
FOLLOWING from Consul at Ekaterinburg, 28th October:— 9. The avowed ambition of Lenin is to create civil warfare

“Regret to report | am informed by Russian staff that when throughqut Europe. Every speechlof'Lenln’s is a dlenunolatlon. of
Alapaevsk was taken by Russian troops on 29th September corpses, constltutlpnal methlods,lan(lj a gIor.lflcatlon qf the doctrlng of physical
sufficiently preserved to be recognised, of Grand Duchess Elizabeth force. With that object in view he is destroying systematically both by
Feodorovna, and of three Royal Princes John, Constantin, and Igor €xecutions and by deliberate starvation every form of opposition to
Constantinovitch, and also that of Grand Duke Serge Michaelovitch, Bolshevism. This system of “terror” is aimed chiefly at the Liberals and
and lady-in-waiting, name yet unknown, were found in mine pit in non-Bolshevik Socialists, whom Lenin regards as his most dangerous
which they had been thrown, presumably alive, bombs being thrown OPPonents. L o ,
on them ‘which did not effectually explode. All were buried with 10.In order to maintain their popularity with the working men and
ceremonial, large crowds attending. Princess Helene of Serbia, with their hired mercenaries, the Bolsheviks are paying thelrsupporters
believed to be at Perm, where she was taken by Bolsheviks with €normous wages by means of an unchecked paper issue, until to-day

Serbian mission, when Bolsheviks evacuated Ekaterinburg. Making Money in Russia has natqrally lost al! value. Even according to their
thorough investigation.” own figures the Bolsheviks’ expenditure exceeds the revenue by

. ; _ thousands of millions of roubles per annum.
No. 10: Mr. Lockhart to Sir G. Clerk. — November 10, These are facts for which the Bolsheviks may seek to find an

1918: excuse, but which they cannot deny. — Yours sincerely,

Dear Sir George, — THE following points may interest Mr. R H.B. LOCKHART.

Balfour:- No. 11: Reports on Conditions in Russia. -

1. The Bolsheviks have established a rule of force and . " ) e
oppression unequalled in the history of any autocracy. * Russia No. 1-11., 1. Report on “Bolshevik Realities” by Mrs.

2. Themselves the fiercest upholders of the right of free speech, .
they have suppressed, since coming into power, every newspaper .
which does not approve their policy. In this respect the Socialist press ©  Russia No.1-11., 3. Report by Mr.G____
has suffered most of all. Even the papers of the Internationalist *© Russia No.1-11.,4. Report by Colonel Kimens _
Mensheviks like “Martov” have been suppressed and closed down, Russia No. 1-11, 1. Report on “Bolshevik
and the unfortunate editors thrown into prison or forced to flee for their Realities”- by Mrs. L *, formerly Organiser and Controller of a
lives. large War Hospital in Moscow, who left Russia in October 1918:

3. The rlght of h0|d|ng pUb'IC meetings has been abolished. The *As some of those who have handed in reports or been
vote has been taken away from everyone except the workmen in the interviewed have relatives and property in Russia and contemplate

factories and the poorer servants, and even amongst the workmen returning there after the Bolshevik re'gime is at an end, their names
those who dare to vote against the Bolsheviks are marked down by the have been suppressed.

Bolshevik secret police as counter-revolutionaries, and are fortunate if The Peasants and the Land. — Already under the re’gime of the

Provisional Government the land had been handed over to the whole
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body of the peasants in each district. But it must be borne in mind that invariably some of the passengers were shot. All had their provisions
the Russian peasant has a strongly developed sense of property and confiscated, and the wretched workman returned to his home minus
all his hopes were centred on an ultimate dividing of the land, which money and flour and having lost two or three days’ work. These food
would make each one an individual proprietor and guarantee him the hunting expeditions disorganised the whole of the factories, as a third of
secure ownership of his holding. The Bolsheviks, however, regarding the men were always absent. When it is remembered that clothing, rent,
the land as the property of the nation as a whole, ordered the peasants and other necessaries had also to be provided out of the 500 roubles, it
to cultivate the fields for the benefit of the local commune. The will be understood how deplorable were the conditions of life. Materials
peasants, disappointed in their hopes, soon began to express their and made-up clothing were also rationed, but there was hardly enough
disapproval of the new policy. This brought upon them the accusation to supply the needs of one-tenth of the population. The result of this
of disloyalty to the Soviet Government, and their antagonism was struggle between the workmen and the Government, and the
countered by the appointment in each district of “Comiteti Bednoti” inefficiency of the latter's subordinate officials, is that the Russian
(Committees consisting of the poorest class of peasants), who factories are rapidly falling into a state of ruin. Output has decreased in
disposed of the crop, leaving a certain amount in possession of those some cases 90 per cent., and as there is no available supply of fuel or
who had grown it and taking the rest for themselves. This meant that raw materials it is only a question of a few months, if the Bolsheviks
the drones got all they needed without doing any productive work, and remain in power, before the factories will be forced to close down.

was equivalent to a premium on idleness. The inevitable result was a Repression of Democracy — After the July Congress and the anti-
steady decline in the crops, which will in the end prove the ruin of Bolshevik demonstration of the Left Social Revolutionaries, non-
agricultural Russia. Bolshevik Socialists were deprived of all political rights, hundreds of

The Factory and the Workman. — Under the Provisional Socialist workmen were thrown into prison and large numbers were
Government, Workmen’s Committees were formed which dealt with shot. In addition 3,000 workmen were thrown out of employment in the
such questions as hiring of labour, deciding the scale of pensions, tramway repairing shops in Moscow simply on the ground of their Social
allowances, and bonuses, and the whole administration of the factory. Revolutionary sympathies.

Selling prices were controlled and profits were allocated in the The best illustration of the autocratic rule under which the
proportion of 95 per cent. to the State and 5 per cent. to the owner. In workmen now exist is the fact that all public expression of opinion has
practice this scheme resulted in continual reconstruction of the been forbidden. All non-Bolshevik newspapers have been suppressed,
committees on the ground that the bonuses were too low or pensions including even “The Independent Socialist,” whose editor, Martov, had a
unfairly awarded. The committees were never in power long enough to world-wide reputation in Socialist circles. All public meetings except
get acquainted with the details of the business. At the beginning of those organised by the Bolsheviks are prohibited, and the Bolsheviks
their re’gime the Bolsheviks did not alter this system, but gradually call themselves “The Peasants’ and Workmen’s Government.”

changes leading towards nationalisation were inaugurated. In March The most serious crime in the eyes of the Bolsheviks is anti-
1918 private trade was put an end to and a Central Board for every Bolshevism, and the work of discovering and punishing offenders of this
industry was set up which collected the produce from various firms. kind is in the hands of the Extraordinary Commission — an autocratic
The selling prices were fixed by decree, but payment out of which body which arrests, examines, imprisons, and executes at will. There is
wages and expenses had to come was made by the Central Board no charge, no public trial, and no appeal. There are English works-
only after long delay and repeated demand. foremen in prison in Moscow to-day with nothing against them except

In July all factories were nationalised and handed over to the the fact that they happened to be in a certain street or square at the
workmen under the direction of Central Boards which functioned in a time when the Red Guards took it into their heads to make a general
most despotic manner. All owners and managers were turned out and arrest. Appeals from the Red Cross and the neutral consuls are
could not re-enter the works unless elected. At the slightest opposition unavailing. The Kommissar in charge of the case is away ill and nothing
or protest the workmen were thrown into prison, field guns brought out, can be done till his return. Crimes of street robbery, &c., are punished in
and the threat made to raze the factory to the ground. a rough-and-ready way; the offender is shot on the spot and the body

Wages and Food. — The minimum wage for a workman was fixed left there till some one thinks good to remove it.
at 500 roubles per month, while superior artisans (a very small To describe the life inside the prisons would require the pen of
percentage of the community) received up to a maximum of 1,000 Charles Reade. Even using the greatest restraint and moderation, any
roubles per month. This sum was fixed on the assumption that the account must appear exaggerated and hysterical to English readers. In
official rations were inadequate. In actual fact the scale was ludicrously verminous, ill-ventilated cells, starved and terrorised people are
insufficient to maintain life. Up till September 1916 the bread ration crowded together in one room, men, women, young girls (the latter held
was s Ib. to %2 Ib. per day for workmen and 1/6 Ib. for others. The as hostages to force their hiding fathers or brothers to give themselves
bread was of very low standard, was full of refuse of all kinds and of up). At six o’clock in the evening the doors are locked and no one is
the consistency of putty. Even this ration was seldom to be had. True, allowed out for any reason till morning, except those called out at about
certain things could be obtained by underhand means, as for example 3 A.M. for execution. Healthy and sick (some with cholera) are huddled
black flour at 10 roubles per Ib. (equivalent to 6s. to-day), butter at 39 on the floor, uncertain of their fate and knowing it is out of the power of
roubles per Ib., sugar at 39 roubles per Ib., eggs at 27 roubles per anyone to help them. The food consists of one quarter of a pound of
dozen. From this it is quite evident that the wage of 500 roubles was black bread and a bowl of hot water in which are floating some pieces of
inadequate for the upkeep of a family. As a result the workpeople tried cabbage and occasionally a few fish heads. Red Cross officials noticed
to bring supplies into the town from districts where the prices were a rapid change in the appearance of prisoners; they looked each day
lower. This practice was strongly forbidden by the Government more haggard, drawn, and hopeless.

because it upset their “rationing organisation,” and strong measures Russia No. 1-11., 2. Report by Mr. H____. Vladimir. -
were taken to repress it. A train retuming from one of the food areas otober 14, 1918:
would be held up by a body of Red Guards, established at some point Our mills continued to work under the most adverse conditions,

on the line. These guards would open fire on the train and almost hich grew from bad to worse during the course of the years 1917-
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1918, owing to labour disorganisation, shortage of raw material, money were badly hurt in the panic which ensued. On the following day all the
(from a balance of 35,000,000 roubles we now owe 25,000,000 mills and works in the district were stopped, the workpeople striking as
roubles to the State Bank), and finally of food for the workpeople. The a protest. | then left the district for Moscow, not wishing to be made the
large shell manufacturing plant which during the course of the war we centre of an anti-Soviet movement; especially as the authorities were
had developed had to be closed down by orders of the Soviet. Famine accusing the British and French representatives as being the cause of
and cholera finally made their appearance, and the workpeople and the many disturbances which were occurring all over the country, but
their families (especially children) commenced to die and to grow so which in reality were caused by their own reckless, unscrupulous, and
weak as to seriously impair their capacity for work. My co-directors and utterly dishonest conduct.
self were powerless to do anything to help or do anything in the matter My house, with all contents, horses, carriages, clothing, &c., were
as the Soviet had taken over everything connected with the working of confiscated or “requisitioned” by the local Soviet. In addition all my
the concern, putting in utterly incapable people such as doorkeepers, holding in the firm, including shares and loan money, were taken over
watchmen, &c., to supervise work demanding long experience, by the Central Government, and jewellery, plate and papers placed in
technical and medical knowledge, even interfering with the hospital the safe of the library at the Anglican Church, and furs stored in cold
administration, where the man cook supervised the work of our storage in Moscow were confiscated by the Moscow Tribunal.
doctors. Trade Conditions in Central Russia: No statistics are available,
As the (mill) position grew worse and matters became impossible but, roughly, the following can be taken as a fairly reliable estimate in
| was charged with sabotage and working as an agent of England to October last:—
paralyse industry in our district. All the sales and purchases of Metal Trades: The metal trade was practically at a standstill, due
materials and goods were made through the agency of the Soviet, who to the shortage of fuel and raw materials, probably not more than 40 per
employed dishonest persons with the result that though our goods cent. of the plant on all branches being in operation. Labour was
were ostensibly sold to various representative bodies such as other thoroughly disorganized, owing to political and economic disturbances
Soviet organisations, in reality they were made the objects of and shortage of food products which forced the workpeople to leave
speculation and theft, and sold in some cases to known German their occupations for long periods in search of food. The stocks of what
agents and sent to Germany. This was known to the workpeople who little fuel, copper, lead, &c., that remained were being gradually
were greatly excited by the matter. Shortage of food, the supply and exhausted, and no hope of recovery could be expected in the near
disposal of which became a Soviet monopoly, with the usual result of future. Physically the metal trades entail a heavy strain on the workers,
stopping all supplies, forced the workpeople to travel to the grain whose stamina was thoroughly exhausted by shortage of food.
districts in the South and East of Russia and obtain supplies there Linen Trade: Production was 50 per cent. of the normal and was
themselves. The supplies, in order to preserve the principle of Soviet gradually being reduced owing to shortage of flax (due to difficulties of
monopoly, were usually confiscated by the Red Army requisition transport) and fuel. Workpeople were starving and absenting

commandoes from the unfortunate people on their return journeys on
the railways. These Red Army requisition commandoes are charged
with the duty of stopping all private trading and so-called speculation,
but being in many cases utterly devoid of any idea of honesty or duty,
merely took the food and resold same, in many cases to the people
again. Eventually there was no more money to be had, the workpeople
having even exhausted their savings. In addition, the journey
undertaken to obtain food was long, costly and arduous, and generally
50 per cent. of the people were away from their occupation, losing their
wages and so making their position still worse, and congesting the
railways. At the same time members of the local Soviet were
continually seen in a drunken condition and were evidently living well.
Exasperation grew, and finally the workpeople, with whom joined many
of the peasants in the district, came in a body to me and asked my aid,
but | was powerless to help. In addition, | had to be very careful as my
words and actions could have been so misconstrued to the Soviet as

themselves from their work searching for food.

Woollen Trade: Production was decreased 60 per cent. owing to
shortage of wool and fuel. Similar conditions prevailed amongst the
workpeople as elsewhere in Central Russia. During the course of the
summer there was a stoppage of from one to three months of all the
mills. The wool-producing districts, such as Simbirsk, Kazan, Saratoff,
and Astrakhan were centres of great unrest, and no wool was to be
obtained from these districts.

Cotton Trade: Production was decreased 60 per cent. below
normal. This applies to all branches. Many mills were stopped
altogether and the stocks of cotton from these mills have been
requisitioned and distributed to certain groups of mills which have been
nationalised by the Government. Probably 30 per cent. are stopped.
Stoppages of all mills took place during the summer of from one to three
months. At time of leaving another period of stoppage of one month for
all mills had been proclaimed by the Government. Labour conditions, as

to cause them to think that | was interfering in their functions. The fact in other trades, owing to economic and food troubles, were very
of the people coming to me as of old for help alarmed the Soviet unsettled. There was sufficient fuel to last six months. Stocks of cotton
authorities, and open threats were made against me and arrests of in Central Russia were roughly 1,500,000 poods; the monthly
workmen followed. This was at the time of the outrage at the British requirements for all mills being 1,200,000 poods. These stocks would
Embassy at Petrograd, and on receipt of news of same | was advised allow of another five weeks of work. In Central Asia it was estimated
to leave by certain members of the Soviet. A meeting was then called that there were the following stocks: 3,500,000 poods of the old 1916-
by order of the Moscow authorities in order to choose the quota of 1917 crops and 2,500,000 poods of the new 1917-1918 crops. On the
members of the requisition commandoes of the Red Army from Volga and on the Caspian Sea it was estimated that there was another
amongst the workpeople, who answered the summons by picking the 1,000,000 poods. These last stocks were, however, unavailable, as the
members of the local Soviet, who were bitterly attacked and the districts mentioned were practically cut off from communication with
actions and authority of the Soviet Government repudiated. The Central Russia. This year, 1918, it is calculated that only 30 per cent. of
speakers were arrested, and on the demand of the crowd of the land in Central Asia is being sown with cotton.

workpeople, numbering some 20,000, to release them, the guard of In Central Russia the staple trades are manufacturing in all its
the local prison consisting of members of the Red Army opened fire, branches woollen and silk. Of the raw material required during the
killing and wounding, it was stated, over 100 people. In addition many period of the war 70 per cent. of the cotton has been obtained from
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Central Asia and Trans-Caucasia (Erivan, Kars, and Mugan districts), organisations, which were more or less independent of the Central
and 30 per cent. from abroad. Silk has also been obtained almost Soviet, matters were not as bad as in other branches of industry. There
entirely from these districts with the exception of a small quantity from was a shortage of fuel, which consisted largely of timber and of
Japan. With the closing of these markets to Russia the textile lubricating oil, and there was still an enormous amount of railway stock
industries will have entirely to close down, thus throwing out of work a lying unrepaired.

great number of people. The Mohammedan populations in these The tramway services in Moscow and Petrograd had been
districts are only too anxious to throw off the power of the Soviets, and decreased to one-fourth of the normal service owing to want of fuel.
would do so at once if they were sure of strong support on the part of Motor transport, however, was being utilised without restriction,
the Allied Governments. Several risings have taken place in the especially by the members of the many Soviets and their various
territories of the Emir of Bokhara and the Khan of Khiva, who organisations. It was stated that the stock of petrol in Moscow in August
themselves are very anxious regarding the safety of their own thrones, was roughly 50,000 poods. The river service on the Volga was

as there is in their dominions a party who support the Bolsheviks.

practically suspended during the summer owing to the river being in the

Silk Trade: The silk trade is practically dead. All supplies of silk war zone. This greatly encumbered the already overworked railways.

from Italy, Japan, Central Asia, and the Caucasus being cut oft and the
stocks of silk are now exhausted.

Recent Legislation: All lands, buildings, machinery, &c., were
now nationalised, without any compensation being paid to the former

Paper Trade: The paper trade has greatly decreased, probably owners. The result has been an utter deadlock, all private enterprise

the output of the mills being 60 per cent. of normal.

being killed. Money is being hidden to an enormous extent, the absence

Coal Trade: The Brown coal districts of Tula, Riazan, and of which is being made good as quickly as ever possible by the Soviet's
Moscow are giving 60 per cent. of their full production, the shortage printing presses; private printing establishments being taken over for
being caused by the absence of the workpeople. Strong attempts are this purpose. It is estimated that the quantity of paper currency in
being made by the Soviets to develop these districts since the Don circulation is now over 30,000,000,000 roubles, roughly 100 times the
Coalfields were cut off from Russia. The results so far have not been present gold reserve. A great quantity of false money is also being
encouraging. printed and being brought into circulation, especially the 20 and 40

Peat Industry: The working season as a rule is from May to July. rouble note varieties. All private trading is being taken over by the
The labourers employed are bodies of organised peat workers from Government and the stocks are being confiscated.
the Riazan Government, supplemented during the war by German and Gold articles over a certain weight are confiscated, with the result
Austrian prisoners. The work is heavy and requires great physical that some have disappeared, being hidden by the owners. The system
strength. The workers, not having sufficient food, could not produce of education has been entirely altered. All religious instruction has been
their full complement of work. In addition many workpeople did not abolished, and in its place a form of State Socialistic instruction

leave their villages fearing famine. In consequence production was
only 60 per cent. of the normal. Great efforts have been made by the
local authorities, especially in view of the fact that the stocks of coal
and naphtha were exhausted, to increase the production of this class
of fuel. The results were disappointing and gave no alleviation to the
situation.

Timber Trade: Tracts of forests were being cut down for the use
of the railways and industries, especially power stations, but the
shortage of labour and disorganisation of traffic prevented any serious
results being attained. The shortage of fuel has caused the authorities
to close the schools or to curtail the period of instruction.

Agriculture: The crops in 1918 have been in every case above
the average, the Government estimate being 120 per cent. Much
hitherto uncultivated land was brought under the plough owing to the

substituted. The peasantry now refuse to send their children to the State
schools and they remain without education. Clothing, such as winter
overcoats, belonging to private people are being confiscated for the
benefit of the Red Army. No man is supposed to possess more than
one suit of clothes, two changes of linen, or two pairs of boots; anything
above this is requisitioned for so-called State purposes. All furniture is
nationalised.

Political Conditions: Throughout the districts occupied or
administered by the Soviet Government 90 per cent. of the population is
against the administration, and probably not more than 5 per cent.
actively support the same. This 5 per cent. consists of returned political
refugees, mostly non-Russian in race, members of the many
committees, commissariats, and Government’s Departments, Red Army
recruits, who are receiving high wages, and a certain number of

very high prices prevailing for food products, the price for same fixed fanatics, mostly young, of both sexes. The remaining 5 per cent.
by the Government being 20 roubles per pood for flour, which, in support the Soviets simply owing to the fact that they are dependent on
private hands, was being sold at 350 to 400 roubles per pood. The them for a living. Also amongst these there are a certain number who
price of meat was fixed at 40 roubles per pood but was being sold at are working for the purpose of getting acquainted with the
400 roubles per pood; sugar was being sold at 25 roubles per pood. organisations. This element could be depended upon to give valuable
Under these conditions the peasantry were making much money, as, help in the event of a counter-revolution. Feeling is very bitter amongst
for instance, one dessetine of land produces on an average in Central all classes of the working population and peasantry, but these people
Russia 200 poods of potatoes, the average price of which was 40 are now so terrified, and, in the case of the town-bred working
roubles per pood, thus giving 8,000 roubles per dessetine. As the population, so weakened physically, as to preclude any possibility of a
average holding of the peasant is now 6 dessetines, the sum earned rising against the ruling power for the present. Regarding the form of
as an average would probably be from 40,000 to 50,000 roubles per Government which the people desired, the majority, especially amongst
year. These prices were inducing the peasant to cultivate land which the peasantry, wish a monarchy. From carefully-noted inquiries of
formerly was lying fallow. This may even cause a real and permanent peasants and workpeople | found that 90 per cent were of this opinion.
improvement in methods of cultivation of land hitherto worked in a Russia No. 1-11., 3. Report by Mr. G , who left
most primitive manner, as the peasantry are now demanding and Petrograd in November, 1918:

buying good agricultural implementg , When we turn from the general aims of the Bolshevik policy to the
The State of the Transport: Transport both by rail and water gctyal situation in the big cities, as Petrograd and Moscow at the time
was still disorganised, but, as the railways had their own separate \yhen | eft, it could be summed up in one word — famine. As regards
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Petrograd, its population now has come down to 908,000, whereas in industry. The great bulk of the big factories, work-shops, or mills do not
1916 it was estimated at 2,500,000 to 2,600,000 people. Two-thirds of work for a great many months, for want of raw materials. The workmen
the population have been able to escape to other parts of the country, received from the State full pay for some time, but afterwards had to
and the one-third remaining is reduced to starvation. The prices for choose either to return to the villages or to enlist in the Red Army, and
food have risen to such an extent that all the principal commodities are in most cases they did the latter. The small artisan is starving to death,
out of the reach of the buyer. The amount of food which is allowed by which explains his anti-Bolshevik attitude. There remains the peasant,
rations is in itself absolutely insufficient to keep up life, and then it is far away in his village, rich with paper money and bread, which he does
hardly regularly received; sometimes bread is not received for two not want to give away, but the Bolsheviks are sending armed
days consecutively. Besides, it must not be forgotten that the Russian expeditions to steal bread, which they want to feed the Red Army. The
population is divided into four classes, the educated and capitalist shooting of peasants every day by the Red Guards coming down for
class being put into the third and fourth category, receiving three or bread is an every-day feature. Revolutions have broken out, and nearly
four times less than the workmen and other classes, who are in the everywhere they are being quelled with blood. When we ask ourselves
first and respectable category. Even the workman who gets four times who are the classes who support the Bolsheviks, the answer would be
more than others cannot live on his ration, and must buy bread and that they consist of the people who are fed and paid by the Bolsheviks,
other commodities in an underhand way, the open sale of them being the Red Army, and the not less numerous army of paid Government
forbidden. In order to give an instance, | wish just to say that an egg officials. All of them are paid more and fed better than the population
cost when | left, six roubles; a bottle of milk, six or seven roubles; a amongst whom they live, and, with the present food conditions, it is not
pound of bread, fourteen to seventeen roubles. The class which is the astonishing that they stick to the Bolsheviks. The Red Army and the
best fed is the Red Army and the Bolshevik officers. numerous army of different commissioners have also an unlimited
The foreign press has, as | understand, published some details opportunity of plundering the peaceful population, of which they avail
about the September massacres in Petrograd, when more than one themselves to an extent which, in the small provincial towns in the
thousand men were shot in Kronstadt and at the Peter-Paul Fortress country, is simply terrifying, and which brings around the Bolsheviks all
indiscriminately, without any trial, not even the pretence of a court- the lowest classes of the population. On the other hand, it must not be
martial; shot, or drowned, as was the case with Father Ornatsky, the forgotten that Bolshevism had for many years its best recruits from
well-known priest of the Kazan Cathedral in Petrograd, who was among the young workmen of big factories, who, as stated above, have
drowned with his two young sons, who were officers, along with many now enlisted in the Red Army, and who form the Socialist nucleus of the
others. Whereas the shooting in big towns has during the last months State.
decreased owing to Lenin’s personal dislike of Red terrorism, it is All political parties are declared to be outside the pale of the law,
continuing in the provinces, where priests, landowners, physicians, rich as counter-revolutionary, and the old Socialist parties, if they try to
merchants, lawyers, are indiscriminately shot in cold blood, without any make public opposition to the Bolshevist tyranny, fare no better than the
trial and without any reason besides a general pretext of being Liberal parties. Especially the Socialist-Revolutionary party is subject to
counter-revolutionists. Arrests and domestic searches are going on as the most violent and bloody persecution. Under these circumstances,
before. There are some thousands of men and women starving in the can it astonish anyone that public opinion, terrorised by imprisonment
prisons of Petrograd — professors of universities, eminent lawyers, and numberless executions, remains dumb?
priests, generals, officers, ladies of society, bankers, &c. There are It must not be forgotten that the Bolsheviks have formed small
towns and districts where all the priests who have to wear their hair committees of the so-called poorest peasants in each village, who are
long in accordance with religious custom now have been forced to armed with rifles, and often machine guns, and who, being
have it cut short. In other towns churches have been desecrated and representative of the proletariat, have to exercise the dictatorship of the
bishops arrested or shot. people over the village bourgeoisie, making up the majority of peasants.
A special measure, in order to complete the humiliation of the The well-to-do peasant is thus completely excluded from any public
bourgeoisie, is compulsorily forced labour, to which all the bourgeoisie activity, and is kept terrorised by these committees, which in many
men and women are liable, and which consists in men from 20 to 60 cases are composed of the worst elements of the village, drunkards, ex-
being sent on all sorts of jobs, discharging of coal, cleaning water- convicts, &c. Further, it cannot be doubted that the Russian people are
closets in the soldiers’ barracks, digging graves in cemeteries, worn out by the war and by the revolution, and that the love of peace
removing cholera stricken patients, &c.; and for the women being which was always a permanent feature of its national character has
obliged to wash the dirty linen of the barracks, or other like jobs for a been enhanced and has developed itself into an attitude of dumb
month. In case of the women with delicate health, and of elderly men, suffering.

death from exposure or severe illness after a week or two of such The impartial reader of the Bolshevist press, and it must be taken
labour, which is usually conducted under the most humiliating into consideration that there does not exist any press with the exception
conditions, is not seldom. of the official one now in Russia, can read in these official papers every

Under the conditions which | have outlined above it is not day articles and information about local revolts which happen daily in
astonishing that disaffection is growing, and it must be said that it is various parts of the country, mostly villages where the peasants rise in
growing in all classes of the population. It is evident that the attitude of an entirely unorganized way against the power of the Soviet. In the
the educated classes against Bolshevism is one of impotent hatred. second part of November such revolts have taken place in nearly all the
The news given out by Bolshevik employees that the intellectual and districts of the Government of Moscow, and were suppressed
bourgeoisie classes have allied themselves with the Bolsheviks is a mercilessly by the Red Army, composed to a considerable extent of
deliberate falsehood. It is true that thousands upon thousands of these Chinese and Letts.
people have been induced to work under the Bolsheviks to accept As regards food distribution, it is admitted even by the Bolsheviks
some salaried situation with the government, but in respect to the that in no department of Government is there so much corruption as
working classes it must be borne in mind that the industrial working among the numberless officials who control the food administration. The
man has practically disappeared. Bolshevism has ruined Russian
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organisation of the food distribution is, of course, mainly governed by Russia, and the only work done by the Soviet authorities is inciting of
the fact that there is scarcely any food to be distributed. class hatred, requisitioning and confiscation of property, and destruction

Russian industry is dead for the moment, and the Russian of absolutely every-thing, and world propaganda of Bolshevism. All
industrial workman has ceased to exist as a class for the time being. It freedom of word and action has been suppressed; the country is being
is an extremely curious feature of the Russian Revolution that a ruled by an autocracy which is infinitely worse than that of the old
movement which has proclaimed itself as social and democratic has re’gime; justice does not exist, and every act on the part of persons not
achieved in the first instance total destruction of those social groups on belonging to the “proletariat” is interpreted as counter-revolutionary and
which a social democratic organisation is mainly based, the class of punished by imprisonment, and in many cases execution, without giving
the industrial workmen. All factories, all the important ones with a few the unfortunate victim a chance of defending himself in a tribunal, as
exceptions of those who are still engaged on munition work, are sentences are passed without trial.
stopped, and the industrial workman had either to return to the village The whole legislation of the country is done by decrees, which are
with which he had no more ties in common or to enlist in the Red published by the central Soviet authorities at Moscow and the northern
Army. The younger generation of the workmen, men of 19 to 26 years, commune at Petrograd, and are supposed to be enforced everywhere,
have to a great extent chosen the second alternative, and it is they but in reality this remains only on paper and the local authorities obey
who form the Bolshevik nucleus of the Red Army. To speak of the only such orders from which they can derive a personal profit, and
growing success of the management of industrial concerns by Soviet is ignore all others. The chaos has gone so far that the central authorities
an absolute misrepresentation. It would be sufficient in order to are no longer obeyed, and as a result of it every province has become a
disprove this statement to cite the instance of the most important state in a state. Anarchy is rampant everywhere, villages rise against
factories and works in Petrograd, Moscow and Nishny, where factories villages, peasants against peasants, and the country is entering upon
which engaged usually many thousands occupy now a few hundred an era or open interior warfare, so that if this state of things is allowed to
men. continue only the fittest will survive.

As regards Petrograd, the number of executions is usually taken The prima facie reason of this state of affairs is the expropriation
at 1,300, though the Bolshevik admitted only 500, but then they do not of landed property, and the subsequent abolition of all other property.
take into account many hundreds of officers, former civil servants and This is the root of the whole evil which has brought Russia to the
private individuals, who were shot in Kronstadt, and in the Peter and present condition.

Paul Fortress in Petrograd, without any special order from the Central The first step taken in this direction was the expropriation of
authorities, by the discretion of the local Soviet; 400 were shot during landed property belonging to the peasants, followed by the
one night in Kronstadt alone; three big graves were dug in the nationalisation of town property and houses. In December 1917 the
courtyard and the 400 placed before it, then they were shot one after banks were seized, and soon afterwards began the nationalisation of
another. works and factories. Now all furniture is being confiscated, and people

The Extraordinary Commission of Petrograd had on the orders of are allowed to have only a small quantity of clothes. The nationalisation
the day of one of their sittings the question of the application of torture. of trade which has now been decreed will be the final death-blow to life
It is common knowledge that the unfortunate Jewish student who killed and Russia’s productive power will come to an end.

Britozsky was tortured three or four times before his execution. This policy of the Soviet authorities can be easily explained, and is

The Oboukhoff works were, in their majority, supporters of the quite logical from their point of view. Their one object is to overthrow the
Social Revolutionary party, or of other moderate socialist existing order of things and capitalism, first in Russia and afterwards in
organisations. They summoned a meeting of the workmen at which, by all other countries, and in order to attain this end all methods are
an overwhelming majority, a resolution was carried insisting upon the admissible as long as the masses remain satisfied. The expropriation of
Bolsheviks putting an end to the civil war, and reconstructing the land has led to a very considerable decrease of crops, the
Government on lines which would admit the participation of all nationalisation of factories to a standstill of industry, the seizure of the
socialistic parties. The Bolsheviks answered with a general lock-out of banks to a complete cessation of money circulation, and the
the workmen and the closing of the Oboukhoff works. nationalisation of trade to a deadlock in that branch of the economic life

The population is everywhere divided into four classes for of the country, so that nothing is being produced, and there the system
purposes of rationing, the middle and “parasitic” classes, being in the of the present policy of confiscation will be applied on an increasing
third and fourth divisions, getting one-quarter or one-eighth of the scale, as the dissatisfaction of the masses cannot be admitted and the
rations accorded to the workmen and the clerks, but even these rations popularity of the authorities must be kept up.

remain mostly on paper, as there is not food enough to give them. It is obvious that the present rulers of Russia realise that this state
Russia No. 1-11., 4. Report by Colonel Kimens, of things cannot continue indefinitely, and that it is impossible to rule a
Acting British Vice-Counsul at Petrograd, dated November 12; country on confiscation and on a steadily increasing issue of paper

There have been no arrests of British subjects during the last few MONeY, which amounts at presentto 3 mi!liards of roubles. Thelintention
weeks, but they are exposed to continual humiliations, ill-treatments, ©f the Government is to rule on these lines as long as possible, and
and hardships, and are suffering great financial losses. Practically no afterwards to carry it on in other neighbouring countries, and as there
difference is being made now between Russians and foreigners; they @€ strong Bolshevik tendencies in Poland, the Ukraine, the Baltic
have to do forced labour; the flats are requisitioned, and occupants Provinces, and in Finland, the danger is very great indeed that
obliged to leave them at a few days’ notice; the furniture may not be Bolsheylsm will spread in those cour]trles. In that case it will be
removed, as it has been declared national property, and clothes and impossible to stop the movement which presents a danger to the
provisions, above a small minimum, are confiscated. civilisation of the Who"? world.

The state of affairs in Russia is becoming daily more critical, and No. 12: Mr. Lindley to Mr. Balfour.— (Received November
the reign of terror is assuming proportions which seem quite 28.) (Telegraphic) Archangel, November 27, 1918.
impossible, and are incompatible with all ideas of humanity and | VENTURE to lay the following considerations before you:—
civilisation. Government, properly speaking, has ceased to exist in
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There is nothing new in Bolshevik ideas of society. They were Flour, however, was still very scarce, only the soldiers and workmen
expressed in the sixties of last century by a certain Bakunin, commonly could get bread. Horses were being slain, partly in order to provide
considered an anarchist. An exact description of them may be found food, partly because there was no fodder with which to feed them.
on page 319 of volume Il, 1905 edition, of Sir W. Wallace’s work The transport difficulties in Petrograd were getting worse, and it
entitled “Russia.” The book Lenin has written on the subject can add was almost impossible to move the small quantities of rye and potatoes
nothing essential to that description. It seems clear that no which reached the stations of the capital. The charge for a cab, which
Government as at present constituted can safely have dealings with used to be 60 kopecks, was now 100 roubles, and Mr. D who
body of persons whose object is to overturn interests of Governments, used to pay 10 roubles for the transport of a load of wood to his factory
especially those whose broad democratic base makes them most had now to pay 300 roubles. There was hardly any benzine for
solid, and who have shown that no agreements they make will be automobiles. The city was still lighted, but the scarcity of fuel was very
allowed to stand in their way. Recent imprisonment of Persian Minister acute.
at Moscow because certain brigands from Turkestan have very Mr. D 's factory had not been nationalised, and owing to the
properly been incarcerated by Persian Government, is an instance of stocks of raw materials which had been accumulated, the workmen,
the kind of difficulty any Government having dealings with Bolsheviks about 4,000, were still able to turn out about 7,000 pairs of shoes a day.

must be prepared to face at any moment. Very few other factories, however, were working owing to the lack of
Principal reason why Bolsheviks have lasted so long is their raw material.
unlimited supply of paper money, and | venture to recommend The power of the Bolsheviks has greatly diminished during the last

particular attention be paid to this side of the problem. This paper six months, and the peasants in the villages round Petrograd were

money enables them not only to pay their way in Russia but to build up hostile to them, largely because their supplies were being

credits abroad, which are to be used to produce chaos in every commandeered by the soldiers. Though a small force would be

civilised country. It is the first time in history that an anarchist society sufficient to overthrow the Bolshevik rule, it would take a long time to

has unlimited resources. establish order in the country, as the authorities had either disappeared
| am absolutely convinced nothing is to be gained by having or been killed, and the people had lost the habit of obedience.

dealings with Bolsheviks. Over and over again they have shown Men were being shot every day, and the political terrorism

themselves devoid of all scruples, and if it is inconvenient to punish continued.

their crimes and rid the world of them by force, the only alternative The Red Guard had sent a notice to the Council of Workmen in

consistent with self-respect is to treat them like pariahs. Mr.D ’s factory, which had been shown to him in confidence by a
No. 13: Sir C. Eliot to Mr. Balfour. — ( Received faithful workman. It was worded as follows:-

November 30.) (Telegraphic) Vladivostock, November 29, 1918: 'If there is anybody in the administration of the factory who is
TELEGRAMS from vice-consul at Ekaterinburg state that officials undesirable, please inform us. , ,

are now coming to the conclusion that the Empress and her children  And shortly afterwards two of his secretaries were arrested and

were murdered in or near Ekaterinburg at the same time as the imprisoned. Later theylwere released_, bult one at any rate will not

Emperor. Rest of evidence does not seem strong but dates may be récover from the hardships he endured in prison. ,

significant. Emperor was murdered on the night of 16th July, and _ Three brothers named Stolyrow, who had a factory in the

Grand Duke Serge, together with Princes mentioned in my telegram of Neighbourhood, had been denounced because they had been rough

4th November,* were murdered at Alapaevsk on 18th July. It is hence With their workmen, and had been shot.

supposed that murderers went from Ekaterinburg to Alapaevsk. At Zinoviev (Apfelbaum) was still supreme in Petrograd, and he stil
Alapaevsk their intention was clearly to exterminate Imperial family, €xercised a brutal reign of terror. , ,
and it is feared they were actuated by same motive as at Ekaterinburg. Mr.D____thought that the Bolsheviks were not contemplating an

At Tobolsk the victims were driven some distance out of the town and @ttack on Finland, as they were afraid of the Finnish army, but an attack
thrown into a pit. It is supposed that something of the same kind was N the Baltic provinces was likely, as the Bolsheviks desired to obtain
done at Ekaterinburg, and it is possible that Empress and her children food supplies and hoped to find supplies of potatoes, corn, &c., in
were taken a few miles by rail, which would account for idea that they Esthoniaand Lettland. ~ I have, &c. KILMARNOCK.

were removed elsewhere. *see No. 9 No. 15: Memorandum on Conditions in Moscow by a

No. 14. Lord Kilmarnock to Mr. Balfour. — (Received British subject, who left Moscow on December 1:-
December 6.) Copenhagen, November 27, 1918: THE economic and social conditions in Moscow are in a state of

Sir,— | HAVE the honour to report that Mr. D , director of a chaos.

Petrograd Manufacturing Company, who has under his charge about All trade and commerce — except illicit trading which is still carried
4,000 Russian workmen, and who is well acquainted with their views, on by the Jews — is at a complete standstill. The shops, even the
called at His Majesty’s Legation and stated that the position in smallest, are either closed or on the point of being closed, and all the
Petrograd was as follows:— places of business also.

In his opinion some 90 per cent. of the soldiers of the Red Guard On account of the fuel scarcity the compression of the people in
are disaffected, and would desert the moment a well-organised force such houses as can be heated was becoming greater and greater. |
appeared if it were properly provided with supplies of food. The Guard was reduced from five rooms to one room, and was threatened with a
consists largely of men who have become soldiers in order to escape further reduction.
starvation, and th